[Propofol-midazolam in continuous infusion for sedation in intensive care].
Two groups of 11 ICU respiratory patients ventilated with PSV have been sedated with propofol (group I) or with midazolam (group II). After the endovenous administration of the induction dose (propofol 1.5 mg/kg; midazolam 0.15 mg/kg) sedation was obtained with continuous infusion of the drugs (propofol 2 mg/kg/h; midazolam 0.24 mg/kg/h). In this setting the Authors evaluated the level of sedation (Ramsey scale) and the side effect of the two drugs. At induction midazolam caused a reduction of tidal volume for some minutes and a greatest sedation in comparison with propofol, while propofol caused reduction of MAP (p < 0.01) and transitory apnoea. Even if during the infusion of propofol the level of sedation decreased with time (p < 0.05; y = -0.0357 x + 3.07) it was more stable in comparison with that registered during continuous infusion of midazolam (p < 0.01; y = -0.2018 x + 5.19.